JOURNEY

gl HOME

Serving refugee claimant families in Metro Vancouver

Volume 3 Issue 1, June 09

Passing the Torch - John Dyck

In February, 2006, | became president of a fledgling organization which ultimately came to be
named Journey Home Community. My title seemed presumptuous at the time, since we had less
than ten members and hardly any secure funding. But we had a vision to reach out to families

from other countries that were coming to Canada as refugees seeking asylum for political, social, WE ARE A COMMUNITY OF
Or economic reasons.

o , FRIENDS WHO SHARE THE LOVE
As | pass the presidential torch on, | have reflected on what | have learned along the way. First,
that we must trust in God for his direction. The result - I have seen JHC grow to include many peo- OF JESUS CHRIST WITH AFOCUS
ple working in a variety of ways. ON SERVING REFUGEE CLAIMANT
These people who faithfully volunteer their time, energy and resources, with no real reward other FAMILIES IN METRO VANCOUVER.
than the gratitude of the families, are truly inspiring. As we were able to hire staff for JHC it has
been amazing to watch the numbe doutmey Homemi | | e s
people with resettlement to life in Canada! Community Association
Finally, it has been a richly rewarding experience to work with those who serve on the JHC board, ~ mailing address:
God put together a team with a variety of strengths and gifts. Itis very affirming to see how well 4505 - 4325 Maywood St.

we work together. We have had to make many difficult decisions and learn important steps in
creating a brand new Christian non-profit organization. The efforts are now beginning to bear fruit.
It is time to pass the torch of leading JHC to someone else. | look forward to continuing on the Tel: 604.568.4892

board as vice-president with Laurie Grant taking on the role of president. The other executive posi-  info@joumeyhomecommunity.ca
tions are: Freda Struik, treasurer; Joanna Dyck, secretary; joined by board members, Len Soet,
Harold Neufeld and Daniel Wintschel.

JHC News Editorial Contributors:
Joanna Dyck, Laurie Grant, James Grunau,
Len Soet and Freda Struik.

George and Nancy (not their real names) and their two young girls are refugee claimants from Mexico. George works part time in maintenance

for the Holiday Inn. Nancy is a stay-at-home mom with their two young girls. Next fall the older daughter will start kindergarten and while they

haven't found many friends in their new neighbourhood, they hope things will improve when school

starts. George is very grateful for the ESL college scholarship that Journey Home arranged.

Journey Home Community provided transitional housing in the form of a one bedroom apartment for

most of the first year. Through a contact at the Church and Affordable Housing Conference last fall, JHC

was able to arrange permanent housing in a renovated, small, single family dwelling in Vancouver. This

was certainly a big improvement in accommodation for the family.

George, how was the transition?

0The move from Mexico was very he

people here are very serious and not so outgoing. So even though it was a shock coming here from

Mexico, the Journey Home people were very nice and really helped me. The transition to new perma-

nent housing went very well and we are really happy here. Our apartment was much smaller but now

we have four bedrooms and a large common kitchen, dining and living room area. We also have a big
LA g lawn outside for the girls to play on.

George and NancyoWhdtwasthegrolegthat JHC played in the move?

ters show their happiness at arriv-  Journey home was very helpful with the move and they drove me around and showed me where the

ing in their new, permanent home.  SC00IS and stores were here. Also, the Journey Home volunteers are very helpful and our young girls

really get along well with them.

Burnaby, BC V5H 2J6
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Check out the new website for Journey Home Community
journeyhomecommunity.ca

Therese Crabb joined JHC as the Program Supervisor in April 2009.
She spent the last seven years in England working with minors en-
tering the country and the homeless.

In addition to her caring, resourceful, friendly and outgoing nature,
Therese provides a wealth of experience working in the areas of
housing and homelessness with vulnerable and diverse individuals
and groups. Thereseods
sionate and responsive towards change for our refugee claimant
families - to enable them to improve their quality of life.

We are thankful to Service Canada for their ongoing support. JHC is
pleased to welcome Brad Kinnie as the new Family Coordinator, one

of two positions funded by HRSDC.

As a teacher for many years, Brad found that his worldview
deepened and broadened when he encountered students from
refugee families, and when he and his students studied about world
issues such as AIDS, genocide, poverty, social injustices and other
international issues. Firmly convinced that talking about these
issues also required action, Brad decided to return to school so that
he could further develop his passion to help and take care of the
widows, orphans and the marginalized members of our society.

Br ad considered it a

support to the refugee claimant families. He is excited about how
he and his family can support and contribute to their integration
into Canadian society.

Simon (not his real name) struggled for the words to express his
gratitude and depth of emotion towards the people of Journey
Home Community who have
tance into Canada as r ¢
programs, [JHC] provided human relationships. We had a desperate

need and they were a source of strength and comfort.

OWhen you see such <car e
¢ Daee this witg otheys. ¥ou alsp have copyage gndhope becgusgy 5 ¢
Journey Home knows what refugee life is like and what our needs
are. o

Simonds family is Journ
tance of their refugee claim. Originally from Afghanistan, and hav-

ing lived in a refugee camp for many years, this family is relieved

to have a peaceful place to call home.

Journey Home Community Staff

Back row Qeft to right): Gordon Wookey, Housing Coordinator; Brad
Kinnie, Family Coordinator; James Grunau, Executive Director.

Front row: Therese Crabb, Program Supervisor and Bonnie Burke,
Bookkeeper and Administrative Assistant (PT)

Susana (not her real name) was more than willing to share her experiences in her ESL classes, and since her English is much better than my
Spanish we did our best to communicate in her second language. Susana is on a scholarship for English classes at an English College in Vancou-
ver, arranged by Journey Home, and is currently in Level 3, due to finish June 28.

As is typical in families new to Canada, the children tend to pick up the language much faster then their parents. When | asked if her daughter
hel ps her with her homewor k, Susana | audagead,
well, offering that maybe in the future she could help her daughter with her homework.

Susana is cheerful and outgoing and t hoethakwilnp d
to ask questions! We shared a | augh wh e uwluresse c
sheds actwually helping the other students | ea



World Refugee Day - June 20

Journey Home Community celebrates with a Family
Potluck Picnic - Moody Park, New Westminster
11am - 3pm. Call the office for details

IRB Case Hearing Workshops for JHC refugee claim-
ant families from Afghanistan, Mexico, Iran and the
Czech Republic are taking place to better prepare
families for their Immigration & Refugee Board
hearings.

Certified Spanish translator, John Churchill-Browne,
led Mexican families through a discussion of the
important steps and information required for their
hearing, such as:

Documents needed for the hearing
Translation of documents and cost
Self-representation (not having a lawyer) &
advantages and disadvantages
Legal Aid
The hearing room - what it looks like, who is
present
1 Grounds for a rejected claim, and
The appeal process
AII of the documentation and workshops are being
presented to families in their native language.
They are also invited to go on a tour of the Immi-
gration and Refugee Board. It is hoped that through
these workshops families are alleviated of some of
the anxieties surrounding the hearing and provided
with more favourable results.

nilt was st
how incredibly helpful
these workshops were
since the information
was so vital and issued
were discussed that they

were not even aware would

be of i mportance t

Therese Crabb, JHC Program
Supervisor

o

Mark October 3™ on your
calendar

That is the date for the 2009 Ride for Refuc
sponsored by International Teams. This is a major
fundraising event for Journey Home Community as
well as other refugee agencies in Metro Vancouver.
We are part of a growing worldwide movement of
people riding bikes, raising money and advocating
for refugees.

JHC will be looking for team captains to recruit rid-
ers for their teams. The Ride for Refugees is a fun
event for the whole family, including children.

Gordon Wookey and Len Soet are the Journey Home Community team coordinators, so
contact them at: gordon(@journeyhomecommunity.ca or lensoet@gmail.com to sign
up your riders. The Ride will take place in Richmond with the choice of a 10 km, 25 km
or 50 km loop (that can be done twice to make 100 km).

We oI | also need volunteers
and water along the route. The Metro Vancouver 2009 Ride for Refugees is still in the
process of being organized but will be ready to go in late June. For more information
see the website: www.rideforrefugees.com

Carla Morgan had experience working with sponsored refugees through Southside
Intercultural Centre in Burnaby, an outreach of her church, Southside Community. It
was at the July 2008 JHC refugee settlement conference that she gained a greater
understanding of the difference between refugee claimants and sponsored refugees.
From that experience and the training received, she was matched with one of JHCs
Mexican families.

ol't was a fantas
have just moved into permanent housing and it was
fun to see their pride in having a home, especially
whenetheir little girl rushed to show me /er roomd
she added.

Carla and her friend, Jen, were a team of two and
now will grow to a team of four for their next JHC
family. The relational support, which moved into
help with resumes and job searches, has been very
rewarding, according to Carla. She advises pro-
spec&i/e volunteers?that while there may he some

lahg g chalfengeSaft Begindind the friend- - Carla Morgan and den
ships are worth papettegnpdeptoggsid mo n ¢
everyone, refugee families resettle into

life in Canada.


mailto:gordon@journeyhomecommunity.ca
mailto:lensoet@gmail.com

JHC working alongside the BC Healthy Living Alliance will host prospective and
current volunteers and workers in the refugee community at a Volunteer Train-
ing Seminar on Saturday July 11th,

We are pleased to have Judi Bastin from New
Zealand return to Vancouver. She will give a
keynote address and lead two of the workshops
which are aimed at better equipping the people
who have a heart for supporting refugee fami-
lies in our communities.

Topics for discussion will include:

Since 2005 JHC has assisted:
1 23 families with housing and resettlement

1 7 families with housing only
1 30 families in total (119 people)

1 The value and joy of volunteering Judy Bastin brings a Countries of origin include: Mexico, Afghanistan, Czech

1 Supporting refugee familjes in resettlement  weaith of knowledge in

¢ Mental health, dealing with trauma and Republic, Cuba, Iran, and Nigeria.

refugee settlement having

loneliness : worked as an ESL in- . . s
1 Refugee Systems 101 & the Hearing Process QOur goal over the next two years is to assist an additional
g Cultural sensitivity & awareness structor, resettiement co 3540 families
1 Language barriers & how to support ESL ordinator, social worker '

and educator in her home

This is an amazing opportunity to offer your in Christchurch, New The number of refugee claimants coming to Canada in
frlendshlp ar}d sk|II§ in resettling refugee cIaqm- Zealand 2008 grew by 35% over 2007. Approximately 1700
ant families in our city. Contact JHC for details. refugee claimants arrived in Metro Vancouver in 2008.
Consider your involvement in Journey Home Community Please mail this form to:

in the following ways: Journey Home Community

#202 - 4325 Maywood Street

Joi ber - only $10
oin as a member - only $10 per year Burnaby, BC V5H 2J6

Become a volunteer

Be part of the mailing list for news updates

Name
Make a donation by:

sending a cheque - enclosed amount of Address

arranging monthly donations by automatic bank with-
drawal City Prov Postal Code
1 donating by credit card through CanadaHelps - see our
website for the link to donate and more information on the
above 8 www.journeyhomecommunity.ca Phone

Charitable tax receipts are provided for donations of $20 or

Email
more. Registered Charity Number 81020 7548 RR0001 ma

Whether you are an individual, church or business your dona-

THANK YOU for your support! tion will help refugees tremendously by subsidizing rental
If you would prefer not to receive this newsletter housing, buying groceries upop gmval, providing Comlmumt_y
please phone 604.568.4892 resources and ESL classes, training volunteers or helping with

or email us at info@journeyhomecommunity.ca moving costs and public transit.




